g^                   LUDWIG  I   OF   BAVARIA

The thunder of the cannons came nearer. Napoleon's whole
bearing became taut, his eyes glittered. 'En avantV he cried and
gave the final orders for the attack. The Emperor of the French
led exclusively German troops against an enemy whose back-
bone was formed by German-Austrians! This could only be
effected by the tremendous force of his personality. Everything
was forgotten when one heard this genius speak and saw him act.
During the march Napoleon turned to Ludwig: 'Watch me, so
that you may learn how to behave one day as King. If you are
active, others will follow you. If you are a sluggard, others will
go to sleep/1

The day ended in a victory over the Austrians who, although
they possessed enthusiasm for a good cause, had not the same
gifted leadership. During the whole of the fighting on that
20th April, Ludwig remained at the Emperor's side. When the
battle was over and the enemy in retreat, the two men lay down
opposite each other beside the camp fire on straw on a cold night,
and like ordinary soldiers they were roasted by the fire on one
side and frozen on the other. Napoleon was drunk with victory.
Purposely he exaggerated this success in speaking to Ludwig: 'In
twenty days we shall be in Vienna/ he prophesied.

Officers who had been taken prisoners were brought up before
him. With theatrical gestures and in a loud voice so that the Crown
Prince could hear every word, Napoleon said: 'There is no longer
any Austrian Monarchy, it has ceased to exist. . . . Your
Emperor wished to make Bavaria a barony; I will cut up Austria
into a number of them. The House of Habsburg will reign no
longer/ While these interviews were taking place Ludwig scribbled
a letter home. Napoleon saw him: 'Yes, yes, write and tell your
father that we have captured 10,000 men and secured ten flags,
and that many enemy Generals have been killed and wounded/

The Crown Prince sent off the letter. Hardly had the courier
ridden away when Napoleon came back: 'Add in your letter that
four Archdukes have been wounded. What? the courier has gone
already. Well, send another/ But the story about the Archdukes
was not true, Napoleon was only in a very good temper. He
pinched the Crown Prince's ear, as he was fond of doing, and did
the same thing to a passing soldier whom he asked after his home
and to whom he gave a present. He always gave away everything

1 Karl Theodor Heigel, Historische VortrOge und Studien, 3rd Series, p. 306.